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WHEN IS A SNAKE, 
NOT A SNAKE ? 


answer on page 7 


DIARY DATES 


Fri 4th June. Meeting. Striped Legless Lizards. Speaker Dr 
Sue Hadden, Flora and Fauna Branch, DNRE. 

Sun 6th June. Excursion. Monash University Aboriginal Garden. 
Leader Dr Beth Gott, Honorary Research Fellow in Botany, Monash 
University. There will be a special afternoon program 
according to the weather. We are hiring a minibus and Paul 
Norquay will be driving. Cost $12 /head. Departs at 9-00am 
from Creswick Plaza. 


Sat _ 19th June. Working Bee. Linton TFN block. Rabbits, 
weeds, etc. Bring tools. Many hands make light work! Leader 
John Gregurke. 


Wed 23rd June. Committee Meeting. John and Elaine’s, 

» 1-30pm. 
Fri 2nd July. Meeting. An Introduction to Water Watch. 
Speaker Catherine Barnes, Water Watch Co-ordinator. 
Sun 4th July. Excursion. Wombat Forest. Leaders Brian, Joan 
and Kevin Andrews. Start saving your empty drink bottles! 


MAY MEETING POINTS 

1*The club is taking out insurance with Aradlay, to cover 
members for personal injury while on club excursions. Cost $75 
per year. 

2*Claire Dalman reported on her attendance at a meeting 
concerning the Western Victoria Regional Forest Agreement. 

3*John Gregurke is organizing a working bee and rabbit 
eradication day at the TFN block at Linton. 

4*The club is buying Flora of Victoria, vol 4, expensive 
(approx $250), but we will then have the complete set. 

5*Greg Binns (per Wally Cole, BOCB) expressed concern at 
Bendigo DNRE issuing permits to remove timber from forest north 
of Clunes. This could adversely affect good habitat such as 
Fells Gully. DNRE will be informed about our concerns. 

6*Reminder about FNCB 50 years celebration in 2002 - 
ideas floated, suggestions requested. 

7#We found Lake Esmond much better than recent press 
reports had indicated. We will be writing letters and sending 
them to the authorities concerned. 

8*John Endacott, on behalf of the Wombat Forest Society, 
invited a club member to attend their field day on the 22nd of 
May, concerning management of the Wombat Forest and the Western 
Victoria RFA. Brian Andrews will attend. 

9*LINCS meeting, 11th May, Grapes Hotel, 6-00pm, Anyone 
can go. 

10*Get well card sent to Frank Harrap, following his 
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recent knee surgery. 

11*John Gregurke presented the Income and Expenditure 
Statement for 1998-99, "healthy", Credit Balance as per bank 
statement 27/02/99 was $1,512.74 - but please pay your 
subscriptions - if you have not already done so! 

12*Claire Dalman bought in pamphlets of the La Gerche 
Walking Trail. 

13*Lyndsay Fink reported that maps of the Ballarat to 
Skipton Rail Trail were available at the Tourist information 
Centre. 


FIELD REPORTS 
Dead egret near Durham Point, 7th May, Carol Hall. 
Wallaby in middle of road, Ballarat North, 25th May, Helen 
Burgess. Four eagles flying around Meredith being chased by 11 
ravens, 3 magpies, 1 mudlark and 1 willy wagtail, 5th May, 
Lyndsay Fink. A pair of yellow tailed black cockatoos, flying 
SE, 1st May, Greg Binns. 


DIVERSIFYING FARM ENTERPRISES 

Greg Cahill has had 30 years experience in this area, he 
wrote the books "Don’t Dream It - Do It!" and "160 Alternative 
Farm Enterprises". His expertise was quickly demonstrated! 

He said that Australia was well up in diverse activities 
and gave many examples:- 

Torquay Worm King - compost activator which contained 
worms and their eggs and finishes off compost. Connemara 
ponies. An organic walnut grower from Dargo. Organic compost 
produced from sawdust (300 cubic metres/week) and liquid food 
waste. Fish farming, silver perch in tanks. A table-grape 
grower who had invented a double arm swing trellis, which 
allows more fruit to grow on the trellis, is all at the same 
height and matures all at the same time. Emus, where the oil 
seems to be shaping up as the most promising product -it has 
excellent potential for hand lotions, massage oils etc -and 
seems to have a few as yet unexplained benefits. Lyndsay also 
pointed out that the eggs are in great demand for decorative 
carving. A free range poultry farm at Myrniong, where the 
sheds are moved around the paddocks, providing fertilizer for 
future crops. Olives, free range turkeys, free range pigs, 
angora goats, bohr goats and caprettoes (young goats for meat). 
Hydroponic tomatoes and herbs. Freeze dried biodynamic apples. 
Deer for venison and velvet. Ostriches - for which the bottom 
has fallen out - we can produce, but can we sell? Alpacas for 
fibre and appearance. Trout farms. Worm farms, which at times 
involved dodgy contracts and pyramid selling. Black aquatic 
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worms -which sell as frozen fish food. Scottish highland 
cattle, dexters and miniature ponies could bring thousands of 
dollars for top stock. Belted galloway hides sell well to 
Collingwood supporters! 

We all thought eggs were just eggs, but Greg said a duck 
breeder was selling them four ways:- 1:fresh, 2.for decoration, 
3.as century eggs -they were dipped in a herb and spice 
coating, left for 100 days, then sold as a delicacy, 4.as 
balloots, fertilized eggs were left until the embryo was well 
developed - they are also considered a delicacy amongst asians! 
Llamas were described as an expensive way to carry stubbies. 
Runty angus cattle are called lowlines, sell for $500/head and 
are very popular due to restaurant customers who want small 
steaks. Camels have some use for tourism and races. Meat 
rabbits have a bit of potential, production has just been 
legalised but producers need a licence. A lady was raising 
thousands of common garden snails in a shade-house - to provide 
gourmet food. Milking sheep at Meredith were giving milk which 
was producing prize winning cheese. Bison were being crossed 
to produce beefaloes. 

Going from animals to plants we were told fresh berries 
are selling well but production is labour intensive. Non 
astringent persimmons have been developed and are being 
exported. Hemp needs a big processing plant, Canadian firms 
want 2,000,000 Ha to be planted world wide for oil production. 
Hemp products can replace metal - we might have biodegradable 
cars in the future! The scourge of farmers - bracken fern, is 
being cut, baled and sold to townies for the same price as 
lucerne, they use it to make herbal compost. Broom is being 
used for fences. Water chestnuts are great but Australian 
housewives don’t know what to do with them! Peppermint is 
selling well for oil. Lavender is also producing good oil and 
tourism. A christmas tree farm was doing well selling potted 
trees, then it was realised that some people actually liked the 
ritual of cutting down the tree -so another industry was born! 
Pruning the trees into perfect shape also boosted sales, 
Hydroponic herbs in vacuum packs have sold well. A "dahlia 
library" where customers can view and select from the dahlias 
in flower, pay and then receive the tubers during the dormancy 
period was proving popular. There is a huge market in China 
for ginseng and it sells for $1500/kg - but it takes 7 years to 
grow! A women went into business selling giant sunflowers- 
after buying a packet os seeds for $2.50. Another was selling 
water plants to pet shops when she realised she could sell 
leeches for $10 each. Willows could be made into cricket bats. 
The 1999 Enterprise Award went to a Ballarat vet who implanted 
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steel tubes into the back of an old wether, this stimulated 
the growth of collagen which can be used in heart bypass and 
hernia operations etc. 

And Claire just wanted to know how she could make a fortune 
in her backyard! Brian Andrews 


MT_ EMU AND TRAWALLA 

Black Bottom Road, Trawalla was the first stop on our May 
excursion where we inspected some climbing salt-bush that was 
growing under pine trees beside the road. Twelve kilometres 
further along Black Bottom Road we stopped for a cuppa and to 
inspect an area alongside the road. After some discussion we 
decided that the large eucalyptus trees growing there were 
candlebarks. On a branch of one of these was growing a white 
punk fungus. Blackwood were common along Black Bottom Road. 
Plants noticed were hedge wattle and tree violet, kangaroo 
grass, shell grass, running postman, cranberry heath, 
milkmaids, yellow rush-lily and dianella. 

Next stop was near the Langi Kal Kal Training Farm and 
Bittern Lagoon. We did not see any bitterns or water in 
Bittern Lagoon. In the past brolgas have nested near the 
lagoon. Red-rumped parrots were seen flying overhead and a 
scarlet robin was flying along a fence line 

Snow gums, stringy-barks, box and candlebarks were 
growing along Jones Road, our next stop. There was also a 
large area of running postman. Matted bush-peas, epacris, tall 
bluebells and blue devils were among other species seen in this 
area. 

After lunch at Beaufort Lake we travelled along Stockyard 
Hill Road. Along this road was a good example of roadside 
preservation with blackwoods and large gums with tree hollows. 
There had been a report of a powerful owl nesting in the area. 
On through the dry and bare countryside to Stockyard Hill from 
where we had a good view of the Grampians, Mount Cole, Langi 
Ghiran, Misery, Ercildoune and Warrenheip. A black-shouldered 
kite was hovering above the road and was chased by two magpies. 

A near dry Lake Goldsmith was next. We were able to walk 
across the dry lake-bed to what in normal conditions would have 
been an. island. The dry lake bed revealed some interesting 
basalt formations. In one the basalt had fragmented into 
concentric circles about two metres in diameter - according to 
Carol it was probably the remains of a volcanic blister. A 
black wallaby was seen in the area. A shot fox on the roadside 
provided a photo opportunity for our group. 

After a brief stop at the Lake Goldsmith Steam 
Preservation Association site we travelled past Mount Emu 
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and stopped at a Significant Roadside Area on the Carnhan- 
Streatham road. Here kangaroo grass was growing, as well as 
lots of blue devils, the small-leaved eutaxia, lemon and milky 
beauty-heads, running postman, Pelargonium rodneyanum and 
Cynoglossum suaveolens. Altogether we had an enjoyable day 
observing the native plants that grow along the roads we 
visited. Thanks to Pat Murphy and Claire Dalman for leading an 
interesting day. 

Les Hanrahan. 


La Gerche Walk.....Wednesday 19th May 99 
The La Gerche Walking Track begins behind the Creswick 


Landcare Centre.- It commemorates the work of John La Gerche 
who was appointed forest bailiff for the Ballarat-Creswick 
State Forest in 1882. Mining and timber harvesting had 
destroyed the forest. La Gerche began experimental planting of 
wattles, eucalypts, conifers and deciduous trees. In six years 
he had planted 19,000 trees. He was a man ahead of his time. 

A brochure at the beginning of the walk chronicles his 
pioneering work. 

Scars of mining are still visible but they have been 
hidden by revegetation. The trees planted by La Gerche in the 
1880’s have grown into mature specimens. The pine trees 
labelled include Pinus pinaster Maritime Pine, P. nigra Black 
Pine, P. ponderosa Western Yellow Pine, P. canariensis Canary 
Island Pine and P. radiata Monterey Pine. It was interesting 
to observe the differences in cone size, bark texture and bark 
colour, used to identify different species. The oak gully, 
planted with Quercus robur English Oak, gives splendid autumn 
colours and as the leaves drop a deep layer of mulch forms on 
the forest floor. There are also Cork Oaks, Douglas Fir, 
Cypress. and Linden trees. 

Some fungi were present despite the dry autum. We 

identified the red and white spotted Amanita muscaria Fly 
Agaric, a polypore that was brown on top and yellow underneath 
as Boletus granulatus and a whitish Coral Fungus as a Ramaria 
species. 

_The weed species that is the most common is the Irish 
Strawberry. The ripe red fruits were sweet but gritty. Some 
work has been done to control blackberries alongside the track. 
Spanish Heath is also wide spread. 

Birds added colour to our walk. The yellow of the Golden 
Whistler, red of Crimson Rosellas and Red-browed Finch, blue of 
the Superb Fairy Wrens were outstanding. There were also Grey 
Currawongs, Grey Fantail, Silvereyes and White-browed Scrub 
Wrens. 
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After lunch we walked around the Landcare Trail. The 
interesting features are described on enamel signs. Next time 
you see the landcare symbol look carefully at the shape 
enclosed by the hands. Observant eyes will see the outline of 
Australia including Tasmania. John E. Gregurke 


FROM THE PAPERS — SOME SUMMARIES. 
Elephants liked to snorkel. Researchers have found that the 
ancestors of elephants were marine creatures that used their 
trunk as a snorkel when swimming. The findings were made by 
Melb’ Uni student Ann Gaeth and the head of the zoology dept, 
Marilyn Renfree. Evidence was obtained from one embryo and six 
foetuses collected from the Kruger NP. Aristotle in 350BC 
noticed that elephants had no scrotum and kept their testes in 
the middle of their abdomem, which suggested an aquatic 
ancestry. The researchers also found the specimens had 
nephrostomes -funnel shaped kidney ducts which are also found 
in fresh-water fish and platypi. Elephant DNA is closely 
related to that of the dugong and manatee. The conclusion was 
also supported by palaeontological evidence....The Australian 
12.5.99 / Carol Hall. 
Terrick Terrick NP Plus. Terrick Terrick, 64km north of 
Bendigo has been upgraded from state forest to national park. 
The park which was enlarged to include 1277ha of grasslands is 
home to a number of endangered species including the bush stone 
curlew, plains wanderer, curl snake and striped legless lizard. 
The grasslands contain a mixture of grasses and native flowers 
including the Murray Swainson Pea. Also Ellery Creek was added 
to Errinundra NP and Martins Creek and Goolengook have been set 
aside as flora and fauna reserves. - Kamarooka SP gained 204ha 
and 19ha was added to the Grampians NP....Herald Sun 20.4.99 / 
Bob Curtain 


MAY POSERS....’’?GRAMMA 
Those Shags. Les Hanrahan found out all about shags when he 
got into http://www.ddgi.es/espais/icorbmar.htm however he got 
the derivation of the name from Webster’s Dictionary:- [perh. 
fr. shag(obs.)mat of hair] -the mat of hair refers to the 
characteristic crest on their heads that they get during the 
breeding season. Helen thought the name came from an Icelandic 
word meaning beard and also referred to their crest of 
feathers. The above refers to the European shag Phalacrocorax 
aristotelis, which is not a cormorant! 
That Apostrophe -should be used, and where it is, if we assume 
that the club is "owned" by field naturalists (us). However we 
seem to be the only FN club that still has one! When I asked 
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Noel Schleiger why the FNCV no longer has an apostrophe in its 
name I was told that in this modern computer age people don’t 
worry about trivial things like that! Since Carol was the only 
member to express an opinion, I’ve agreed with her and left it 
in, after the s. 

Trouble with Homophones - silly me, I put in muscles when I 
should have put in mussels! Ed 


JUNE POSERS....JOKING — NATURALLY! 

We are supposed to be serious, but there are obviously a 
few jokers in. the club! Try solving the following:- 

J1. Lyndsay said he would take us to see the happy cow! 
Where did We go? 

J2. When we went to the Organ Pipes NP we noticed the 
ruin of an old stone house. Who lived there? 

J3. Lyndsay also said that kelp was an excellent 
fertilizer, but you shouldn’t use it on pumpkins (April poser). 
Why not? 

J4. Ken McDonnell said he was excited at the prospect of 
seeing a lady postie! Why? 

J5. On one of the Apollo missions, astronauts found bones 
on the moon! What did that prove? 

J6. We often get disorientated in the bush, how can we 
work out bearings? 

J7. Noah took aboard all the animals two at a time. Why 
didn’t he swat the flies when he had the chance? «e+ sokers 


FRONT COVER. A snake is not a snake when it is a legless Zagaw 
lizard! This months front cover shows a striped legless pa 
lizard, it was drawn by Brian Bainbridge and was in the TFN for 
booklet "Grassy Guidelines" by Tim Barlow. neil aay el 
QUICKY FACTS. June 5th, World Environment Day. June 11th “*""r° 
Captain Jacques-Yves Cousteau’s birthday, (1910 - 1997). June 
22nd, Winter Solstice. 

ERRATUM. "Brian: In report on the talk on the Kimberley 
area....note correction - livistonia palms! Greg." 


---------- **KF---—------- FNCB nn + + 
Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie. the NW 
corner of the Botanic Gardens, connencing at 7-30pn 
Rxcursions depart fron Creswick Plaza at 9-30 an, unless specified otherwise. 

Consittee; Claire Dalnan (President). , Greg Binns (Vice President)... , Pat Kurphy 
(Secretary). , John Gregurke (Treasurer}.. , Brian Andrews (Editor). , Helen 
Burgess, Kaureen Christie, Lyndsay Pink, Caro] Hall, John Mildren, 

Postal Address: PO Box 328K, Ballarat West, 3350 Inc Reg Ho A0014919P 
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